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Aldus Holiday Dinner
and Silent Auction is
Best Yet

On December 8th. over fifty Aldus members and thear
guests gathered at LaScala restaurant to celebrate the
hohdays, to renew fnendships wlt on a love of books, to
emjoy dinner, and to bid on a bounty of donated books
which dehghted Aldus readers and collectors ahke.

vertr: Doris &
Dionald Tritt,
Sid Chafetz

rakt Linda Mizejewski chats
with Emerson Gilbert and
Paul Watkins

Pnor to dmner, we wandered along a dozen tables filled
with over 150 donated tomes, penming our bids on the
bid sheets. This was also a great ime to chat with folks
we hadn't seen perhaps smce last year .or just last week.

e then sat down to an excellent family-style dinmer and
conservation with fends old and new. Comfortably
sated by food and fnends, many folks dashed back to the
auction tables to place final bids while others enjoyed
dessert. After a bnef coumtdown, Laralyn Sasaki closed
the biddmg (to vanous moanmgs and groanings by those
who didn’t have a chance to place a fmal nd on a

coveted book). continued on page 13

January 14th Program Will Feature
Challenges to Libraries

Patnick Losinski, Executive Director of the Columbus
Metropolitan Library, will present a program, “The
Cohmbus Metropolitan Library: Not Your Father's
Library.” Losmski will discuss the changes and challenges
that are occumng m hibranes. These melude major fimdimg
reductions, the advent of the
Kindle and other electromc
reading devices, the Google books -‘;
project and similar events that are _

-

resulting in a steady evohution of ;
library services and programs. He  |[ENmt o

will also share the hbrary’s story -
and reveal why the Columbus
Metropolitan Library confmunes to
thrrve In an age of unprecedented
change.

Children’s Literature Focus of
February 11th Program

Our February speaker, Endme Sims Bishop, will present
a talk titled “Afncan Amencan Chldren’s Literature:
Surveying the Hopescape ™ Afincan Amenican children’s
literature has finctioned m part as witness to Black
Amencans’ progress across what writer Virgimia
Hammilton called “the American * Thas talk will
- , provide an overview of the devel-
R opment of that literature, a look at
{ some of its prevailing thematic
: concems, and a sense of 1ts current
- status. Bishop, who 15 Professor
Emernta at The Oloo State Unover-
sity, has conmbuted significantly to
k) the scholarship dealmg with African
Amencan children’s literature.
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Ten Years and Growing
by Genie Hoster
Thus year marks the Tenth Anmversary of The Aldus Society. Central Ohio is so
forhmate to have an orgamzation hike ours winch celebrates books in every context,
from their nstonical aesthetic, physical and cultural aspects, as well as mammiscripts
and other ongmal textual and graphic matenals.
Jay and I were fortumate to be mecluded with the mtial nine people Aldus founder
Geoff Souith gathered together m late 1999. Onr first few trustees meetings were held
m Geoff's house, where his fanuly (both two-legged and four-legged) gaciously
welcomed us mto their living room. We all had so mamy 1deas of what an orgamzation
like curs could bring to booklovers m Columbus. And thankfully, we were all on the
same page!
After drawmg up bylaws in early Jamuary 2000 (and electing Geoff as president), we
began planming: we initiated our first membersp campaign in March, then started
schedulng programmmg. We were thnlled that Bobert H. Jackson, past president of
the Rowfant Club in Cleveland, agreed to be our first speaker in May. Our first few
years of programs were held m the anditorium of the Upper Arlington Library.
Later programs that first vear mcluded presentations given by Logan Elm Press
director Bob Tauber; local Mark Twam enthusiast Bob Slotta; Bnfish book designers
Graham and Cathy Moss, who mn Incline Press (5ee
page 11 of this issus), and nationally-recogmzed rare
book dealer Bruce McEitinck.
Highlights over the years have mcluded bemg accepted
as a member of the Fellowship of Amencan Bibhophihc
Societies (FABS); mangurating our History of Text
series; establishing our holiday dmner/silent auction as
our anmal December program; orgamzing A Celebra-
tion of the Book, a two-day symposium in 2004, with
noted authors and book artists from throughout the
nation; taking many field mps throughout the state; and
offermg hands-on workshops m the book arts.
continued on page 12

Aldus Society Meetings
Bepular meetings of the Aldus Society are held at
7:30 v on the second Thursday of the month at

The Thurber Center
91 Jefferson Avenue
Columbus, Ohio

Vicit fthe Aldus 8 oolady web cBs Tor
up-to-daks mformabion about car
programe and ackisities, In-depkh
artolse about many of owr
wpoakers, and links fo other book-
redafnd cnganl

=% Socializing Begin: Ome-Half Hour Before /- wisrw AldusSociety com




Ravneberg Memorial Lecture
Scheduled for March 11th

Dawid Lilbume, owner of Antipodean Books, Maps & Prmts in New York state,
will be presenting our second anmual BEavneberg Memonal Lecture. The topic of
has talk will be “Collecting Captamn Cook on a Budget.”™ He said, “There are
plenty of ways of collecting Captam Cook
without spending $70,000 on a first edition.™
Diavid 15 mimediate past president of the
Antwiquanan Booksellers Association of
Amenica (ABAA).

Ohioana Library Tour
to be Held on April 8th

For our April program, Linda Hengst, director of the Ohioana Library, will give us
am on-site tour of the wonderful Olnoana Library, which was estabhshed m 1920
under the direction of Martha Kinney Cooper, then First Lady of Ohio. Cooper
recrutted many distmguushed Olnoans to assist in gathening a collection of books
wntten by Oltcans and about Olnoans and Ohio.

The collechion comprises more than 43 000 books,
10,000 preces of sheet nmsic, and approxmately 20,000
biographical files on Oloo winters, musicians, artists, and
others of note. Fiction, poetry, and juvenile hiterature are
areas of parficular strength. Addibonal holdings melude
scrapbooks, county listones and atlases, pamphlets,
ongmal illnsirations, and matenials pertaming to Ohio
women's istory. As with all our programs, further detals
for thes meeting will be sent to Aldns members via our
histserv.

Miniature Books to be Explored
at May 13th Program

Cmcmnat book preservatiomst and book artist Gabnelle Fox will speak on her
tnie passion, numiature books. Tramed in England, she 15 a leading expert and
artizan in the bmdmg, conservation and restoration of fine books. She finds her
and boxes for mumature letterpress books. She travels
from her studio in Ohio to teach mtensive workshops ona
vanety of book subyjects, and she cares for books m both
mstintional and private collections. Herwork 15 currently
exlnbited nationally. Her talk will inclode a lnstory of
nymiature books, and she will share books which she has
created.
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Library Calendars
Still Available

Acom Bookshop has recerved
their second shipment of beauti-
finl 2010 calendars which picture
the mtenors of ibranes through-
out the world. Just a few are
left, and they sell for $20 each.

George has graciously offered to
donate $10 of your purchasze
price to The Aldus Society for
calendars purchased by Aldus
members. He has already set
aside $170 for Aldus. You can
contact George at

georgefacombookshop.com




Book Hunting Motes

Mayan Archaeology: The Lost
Cities of Stephens and
Catherwood

by Bill Rich

It was observed previously n
“Book Huntmg Notes™ (Summer
2006) that early “first-discovery™
archaeology books are more easiby
accessible for the cash-challenged

than, say, many hterary first
editions of comparable vintage.

True archaeology, as a science beyond mete antiquanan-
15m, really ongimated m the 19* Century. The relative
abundance of books m the genre 15 partly due to the
preferences of our ancestors. Back in the 13005, educat-
ed folks m both Europe and Amenca had a thorough
background in the Greek and Latn classics, and a
thoroughup-bomging n the Bible. Discovenes that could
possibly shed new hight on Greek and F.oman nstory, or
on the Bible lands of the Near East, found a ready
andience.

A sular trend prevailed m Amenca. Here, therewasa
fascmation with pre-European Amenica, and endless
speculation on the ongims of the more advanced Native
Amencan cultures. Books on these subjects often had
excepiionally large prinfings for the times, and can shil be
found on the shelves of second-hand booksellers, rather

than only m the stock of specialist antiquanan dealers.

The ancient Maya cultures of Ceniral Amenca are a famrly
easy book hming quarry for an armchair archasclogist!
book collector. For a good number of vears, [ have
casually acquired books on the Maya, and paracularly
those books dealing with Mayan archaeology and with
the related subject of the decipherment of Mayan wnfing.

Bill's enthusiasm has
e been pigued by the
- @ @ discowery that the Mayans
possessed a guite
workable phonetic writing
i’  system — an accomplish-
ment not reached by other
pre-Columbian culiures.

i + B =

While perhaps never reachmg the obsessive levels of
some of nry other book collecting mterests, my enthusi-
asm has been piqued by the discovery m myy own adult
lifetime that the Mayans possessed a quite workable
phonetic wnting system — an accomphshment not reached
by other pre-Columbian cultores. This was used to make
books of nstory, fable, and relizion, much m the manner
of other crvilizations. In addihon, they erected momuments
adomed with inscriptions boastmg of the conquests and
ancestry of therr rulers, with a style sometimes approach-
mg the bombastic clamms of any Egyphan Pharach,
Hellemstic king, or F.oman emperor.

The ancient Maya cultures of Central
America are a fairly easy book hunting
quarry for an armchair archaeologist/
book collector.

But, umhike the accomplhishments of these old world
civilizations, the achievements of the ancient Mayans has

been largely lost to human knowledge, lost even to themr
modem-day descendants. There were several reasons
for this.

Tobeginwith, the glory
days of the Mayans
were behimd them when
the first Exropeans
reached the New
World.

The great Mayan cihes
of the central ughlands
m Guatemala and
Chiapas had been
largely deserted by
around 900 AD, and left to the encroaching forests.
While some of the Maya were still living m cifies m the
north, m parts of Yucatan, things had been declmmg, and
town hife was a reflection of earhier glones.

Certamly, other civihizations had gone through dark ages,
only to revive in later centunes. The Maya, for example,
shill remamed literate when the Congqustadores came,
mmich as Europe remamed hterate through the Dark Ages.




Butm the case of the Maya, they were conguered by a
dommant and powerful crihzation, with the avowed

mtention of wipmg out all traces of the previous religous
and cultural beliefs. The Spanish conguistadores, and,
especially the clergy who came with them, were con-
vineed that all Mayan wntings (and Mayan rehzions
practices) were clearly the Dieval s work. The first bishop
of Yucatan, Fnar Diego de Landa, was proud to record
that he had bumed every Mayan book he could lay hands
on. In 1562 he wrote an account of his none-too-gentle
pastorate when he was accused of a vanety of crimes and
recalled to Spam. He descnbed this spectacular book
g

“These people also used certain characters or letters,
with which they wrote in their books about the anfig-
uifies and their sciences; with these, and with figures,
and certain signs in the figures, they understood their
matters, made them known, and taught them. We
Jound a great number of books in these letters, and
since they contained nothing buf supevstifions and
Jalsehoods af the Devil, we burned them all, which
they fook most grievously, and which gave them great

The first bishop of Yucatan, Friar Diego de Landa,
wias prowd to record that he had burned
exery Mayan book he could lay hands on.

Very successful, mdeed, was the good bishop. Today,
only three pre-Columbian Maya books remaim . together
with fragments of a fourth. These books were evidently
among those which Cortez and lns followers brought
back to Europe and presented to their rulers as samples
of the treasures of the newly-discovered world. They are
now m the mmseums of vanious European capitals.

Friar Diego d= Landa
brought the processes
of the Inquisition to
Hew Spaim, including
tortures and the
burning of recalcirants
at the stake.

These books, while beautifully illnstrated and pictonally
wonderful, are devoted only to mythology, divination, and
religion. And most knowledge of Mayan “anfiquities and
sciences” contamed m the destroyed books was lost—
even the ability toread Mayan writing disappeared.

De Landa defended himselfwell, by the way —he was
remstated. and retumed to ns diocese. There are statues
and shrnes to him m present-day Yocatan. And of
course, the Mayan religion was regarded as an abomima-
tion by the Spamards.

De Landa rejorced in his work to eradicate the rather
commeon practice of human sacrifices —of captives, but
also of the general population of men, women and chal-
dren. So the processes of the Inquisihion were brought to
New Spam, mcliding torfures, and, m the last resort, the
burming of recaleiirants at the stake. While I am umable to
cutting out their hearts, all n the presence and with the
blessings of the prevalent clergy, there was no doubt in
the numds of the ¢ as towhat was the work of
the Dewvil and what was the work of God.

Come to thmk of it, how would an ahen anthropologist
from Alpha Centaun distmgmsh between a legal execution
in Ohio, where several executioners work for hours to kall
a stgglme mmate in the Lucasville execohon chamber, all
n the presence of clergy, from a human sacnfice? But 1
digress. Most of the Mayan cultural records penished.

De Landa’s defense of lus stewardship, s Account of
the Affairs of Tucatan, remamed buned m the Spamsh
archrves m mamscnpt form for three centunes. Indeed,
De Landa’s onginal had vamshed; only a wntten conden-
sation remained Thas shortened mannscript was discov-
ered and published by Charles Brasseur m both Spanish



and French versions in 1864 Iromeally, this account
remams a major source of our knowledge of Mayan
crvilization as the Enropeans foumd 1. There wasno
edifion in Enghshmtil William Gates published a tramsla-
tion: Jucatan Before and After the Conguest (The

Maya Society, Baltimore, 1937). Unfortunately, this
ediion was lmuited to only
Fi-ban DHego de EEQEPIH-HBWERH,E
has been widely reprint-
YL]CATAN ed, most cmtlgieuﬂyha
BEFOEE AMD AFTER -
THE COMNCAEST Duover paperback, which
15 the copy that contents
this collector.
By and large, the great,
abandoned cifies of the
classic Mayan period had
long been lost m the
The | ting of
Wiliam Gates'  Vaguelylmowntothe
Yucatan Before and Spanish-speakmg mhabat-
ﬂﬂf’ﬁ"ﬂ ﬁ*:dﬁnﬂl% Was ants of Cenfral Amenica.
I oni .
copies. However, it has However, in the late
been widely reprinted, 1700z, the rumor of a
most conveniently, in a large,nmdcltjr m the
Dover paperback. jungle came to the author-

1tes in what was then Guatemala. A Spamish army officer,
Capt. Antomo del Fio, was sent to mvestigate; he brought
along an artist who was “fairly competent ™

Stephens’ books were the first
international non-fiction best
sellers by an American author.

Del Fio uncovered some of the nums of one of the
greatest of the classic abes, Palengne. He submutted an
admirably competent report, which, agam lansmshed in
manuscrpt in the archives. However, the report was
finally published m an English tramslation 23 years later,
with a title to whet the appefite of any buff of the “lost
worlds™ genre: Description of the Ruins of an Ancient
City (Henry Berthoud, London, 1822). This report, by
the way, contamed the very first published pictures of
Mayan stone msenphons.

The book, though quite tncommeon now, had a profound
milnence m the Enghsh-speakmg world. I can onbywish
for this book, having never seen a copy. Ruins of an

Ancient City 15 not one of the 150 mulhon tifles currently

listed on www Bookfinder.com It 1s not in The Ohio

State University collections, but a look at on-line catalogs

shows there are copies in state — at the Umiversity of

Cmeimnat and Case Westerm Eeserve —both non-
—_—

In 1841, the world was finally made aware of the great-
ness of the vanished crvilization m the jungle with the
publication of the immeortal Incidenis of Travel in Cen-
tral America, Chiapas, and Yucatan, by John Lloyd
Stephens and Fredenck Catherwood.

The two volumes of this classic of archaeological discov-
ery were pubhshed simmltaneoushy by Jobm Murray in
London and by Harper and Brothers in New York.
Stephens was an Amencan wnter, who had previously
published a very successful book on travels to Palestme,
and was also a lawvyer active m Democratic politics in
New York.

Stephens gota - ey Ty )
brief from the U.5.
gowernment as a

special represen-
tative fo some of
the newly indepen-
dent Central
American repub-
lics. With Frederick
Catherwood
ilusirating their
discoveries, they §
publshed fowr |
vodumes detailing
sites which they
discovered im0
Central America. |

He saw an opportumty to publish another successful

a bnef from the US. government as a special representa-
tive to some of the newly mdependent Central Amencan
republics.
Catherwood, to accompany him and illusirate their
discovenies. Fighting dangers in a rather lawless part of
the world, facing mcredible physical hardships, combating
fevers, heat, and the difficulties of clearmg many com-
pletely nngle-covered sites, they produced a masterpiece
of world archaeology. Together, this great parmership
made two expeditions to the region, producing not cnly




the 1841 vohmmes, but, m 1843, the equally vital Inci-
dents af Travel in Jucatan, two more volumes 13sued by
the same publishers. They were the first to report in detail
on the sites of Copan, Quirigua, and Palengue in the
south, and on Tulum, Uxmal, Sayil, Kabah, and Chichen
Itza m Yucatan In addition they described several sites
winch previously had been totally imkmown.

It nmst be emphasized that these books are scholarly,
detailed and extensive studies, not mere “travel books™
that were wrnitten in great numbers by 19* century
gentlefolk explorers. And they are polar opposites to the
“geewhiz” genre of ravel and popular anthropology stll
prevalent today, both m books and televised on the
National Geographic and Discovery channels (there,
said 1t). But the prose 1s readable and gnppmg, and the
four volumes are among the great true adventure stones.

These books were the first mternational non-fiction best
sellers by an Amenican author. The first two volhumes sold
20,000 copes in the three months after publication a
record m the young Umited States. The second two
volumes are somewhat scarcer, but they also had a huge
distnbution at the time. Neither set is truly rare today, as
would be expected with this large pnnting — despite what
15 clamed m many a dealer’s catalog.

Catherwood, on his retum to England m 1844, published
a separate large folio of s drawings from the expedibion,
suitably colored, and with the additions of picturesgue
Mayans, meloding a few topless maidens, amidst the
squarely m the class of Enghsh color-plate books, a

i '1 Fe

hmgely collectable genre. and 1t has entered stratosphenc
altntudes as far as pnice 13 concemed.

These books were the
first imtemational non-
fiction best sellers by
an Amencan author.

I
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Getting down to my own bookcases, Isee I bought my
two volumes of the 1841 books from a favonte nural
book bam in midstate New York in 1980 for $100. The
two 1843 volumes I found in a High Street bookstore
here in Columbus m 1996, also for $100_All of these are

in the original decorated cloth bindings (Fig. 1).

The decorations reflect Catherwood s fascmation with
Mavan design. Fig. 2 shows details of the decorations of
the 1843 volumes. The spmes are the serpent motif from
the bualding labeled the “Nunnery™ at Usmnal; the border
of the cover 13 the fretted motif from the rums of Kabah;
and i the center of the cover 1s the circular serpent-
decorated “basket™ from the Ball Court at Chichen Itza.
These are by any standards beautiful books —and the first
exposure of the world to Meso-Amenican design.

Catherwiood's folio volume of hand-colored [Rhographic plates
{example at leff] put his book squarely in the class of English
color-plate books, a hugely collectable genre, and it has
entered stratosphernc altiudes as far as price is concemed.



While the prices have gone up somewhat since I
acqured my copies, I feel they are stll quite under-
priced. Ahem’s 2002 price guide gives $1500 for the
1841 vohmoes alone, but I feel Ahem 15 very bullish,
especially m these deflafionary times. Looking at corrent
eninies on Bookfinder, 1t appears that a reasonable set
of all four volumes could be assembled today for
around $1 (00 —a bargain. (Note that all four volumes
are still currently available as paperback reprints from
the usefil Dover publishers, for around $50. This info I
provide for any Maya buffs who have not been bitten

by the bibliophilic bug.)

Ifwe go to the Catherwood fohio volume, things are far
different. Having recourse once agam to Bookfinder, I
see eleven coples currently available worldwide,
ranging from $45,000 to $125,000 — this last from a
dealer just off Madizon Avemue m midtown Manhattan,
who clearly has a hnmongous rent to cover. In a way,
1t’s a comfort to know that here 15 a book which,
beyond peradventure of a doubt, can never be nune.
Since no amoumnt of dining on tube steaks and takmng the
bus will provide the cost of this one, Thave joyfully
contented myyself with a reprmt.

Catherwood even had hopes
that a still inhabited Mayan city
would be found in the
deep jungle.

Actally, I recommend a book winch, although it
reproduces all the Catherwood prnts in fll color and
near full size, 15 far more than a repomnt — 1t 15 a biogra-
phy of Catherwood, and grves nmch information, and
many of ns drawangs. This 1z Fabio Bourbon's The
Last Cities of the Mayas: The Life and Discoveries
of Frederick Catherwood published by Abbeville
Press, NY and London, 2000.

Ibought thas large (107x147) book nfwupnnsae:mglt
at Hermitage Books m Denver, Colorado, a premier
bockstore that1s still gomg sirong. Desprie the large
size, many of the srandest plates are foldouts; it'sa
book that has given me mmch pleasure —and cost less
than 0.1%: of the price of the cheapest of the
Catherwood folios m first edition.

| recommend Fabio
Bowrbon's The Lost Gifies
of the Mayas, which,
although it reproduces all
the Catherwood prints in
full color and near full
size, is far more than a
reprint — it is a biography
of Catherwcod, and gives
much infermation, and
many of his drawngs.

Thave told here only the beginnings of the story of Mayan
archaeology. But 1t should be noted that Stephens and
Catherwood really pomted true directions. At the end of
the first book, Stephens gives some conclusions of a
ngorous scholar and field archasologist, whose basic
correctness has become evident in our own tmmes. He
correctly concluded that the Mavan crhies were not banlt
millenma before lns own trme, but more recently, and by
the ancestors of the present-day Maya people.

He even had hopes that a siill inhabited Mayan city would
be found m the deep ungle: “If, in consideration that T
have not often indulged in speculative conjecture, the
reader will allow one fhght, I turn to that vast and mm-
known region, uniraversed by a single road, wherein
range of the Cordilleras, of inconguered, umasited, and
mmsought abonginal inhabitants ™

But, presciently, he noted that the msenptions on the mon-
uments, from Copan m the south to Palengue m the north,
were In the same_ imknown method of writing. He noted
that this same writing appeared in the few Mayan books
that survived. He expressed the hope and the belief that, in
future years, some key to decipherment would be found,
and the wnings would grve the istory and achievements of

Thas has now happened, but only mour own bfefimes, more
than 123 years after these infrepid men explored the lost
-
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Aldus Collects

MARCIA PRESTON

A Fine Collection of Fine Press Books
by George Cowmeadow Bauman

el T

Vi

Ten years ago Marcia Preston became one of the
foumding members of The Aldus Society. Dunng our
formatrve years, she served two three-year terms as
Program Committes chair, and mtroduced us to many
mteresting speakers, particularly in the areas of fine press
Marcia recently talked about her collection at her dming
room table, covered with carefilly stacked examples of
recent acqmsitions and a few favontes as well Her
primary collectng interests are i mimiature books and (of
course) fine press books.

Marcia began by defimng fine press books: “Press books
are designed to present a text in the most attractive way,
g e paper fypograpky nd bindings.”she said
“Everythmg 15 umcue according to the mterests and
abilities of the printers.” She quoted an anonymous
source, A fine prnt book must be made by eraftsmen
and artists who are book arfists. Fine prmting cannot be
accomphshed with a mass market mentality.” She added,
“The makers of these books try to make the most
beaufiful form possible for texts they deem important. ™

That led naturally to the question of how she began
collecting such books, and whether there was a pariicular
moment or book which 1gmited her enthusiasm for them.
“Inde=d there was!™ she replied with a snmle. “Back m the
teacher and showed me a book that she was hand-

lettenng. [ was amazed; I didn’t know such books
existed. It was 4 Letter of Columbus by David Citino,
which was going to be published by the Logan Elm Press.
The fact that Ann was domng titles and capitals on the
press nm of 123 books ust blew my mund I mmediately
fell in lowve; 1t was just that sudden, love at first sight!™

Marcia said that she had really wanted a copy of the
book Annwas workmg on, but. . .“T never knew that
books could be that expensive! Fmally noy husband Dian,
knowing [ wanted 1t desperately, smd, "Go getit!™ (We
didn’t discuss how much she paid. However, A Leffer of
Columbus 13 now scarce, and sells for as much as
$2500.)

Oine of the first fine press
books which Marcia acquired
was A Ledter of Columnbus.
The tithe and capitals were

done by her calligraphy
teacher Ann Alaia Woods,

who then intreduced Marcia
to this mew (for her) art fonm.

“I then became acquainted with Bob Tauber and Buss
McEKmght at the Logan Elm Press. I finally spoke up and
offered to volumteer there, staymg for two or three vears.
Tt was wonderful to be associated with those people and
have a little to do wath the making of those books. I now
have many Logan Elm Press books printed at the “old’
press; they're all beautifully designed and printed. Cynthia
Ozick’s Epodes: First Poems was a very special one.
And it was a povilege for me to have some involverent m
Chestnut Ridge.

“When the press closed m 1995 for budgetary
considerations, 1t was a very sad day. We had just started
the fnends of the Logan Elm Press which grew to 250
members, with big plans to support the press.”

When asked 1f such book-producers were to be referred
to as “printers” or “publishers ™ she answered, “T call
them prmters, becanse that's their mam job, along wath
designmg the book and brmging different together people
involved in the project, hike artists and binders.



“Graham Moss of the Inchme Press (who was a goest

he loves the mechamcal part of the job, but most prinfers,
I'would say, are more interested in the artistic
development of the book than m the mechameal
reproduction.

“Tmmothy Hawley in Lowswville doesn’t care about makms
money. He says, “AllI care about 15 covenmg my
expenses. My time doesn’t count. It's the pleasure of
creating these books.™

Heanng Marcia talk about the nature of these exquisite
books makes you realize the aclievement of a perfect
Juxtaposiiion: the pleasure of the printers m makmg these
wonderfil books and the pleasure of those like Marcia
who appreciate and collect them

Marcia has added to her collection of new press books
through an crganization called the Fine Press Book
Association, a clearimghouse and celebration for things
relating to such books. “And I take several publications
that help me leamn about things. There’s a tremendous
amount of mformation on the mtemnet with noany hmks and
blogs, mcludmg www philobibhion com I also belong to

“Another way 15 to subscnbe to the books of varous
printers,” she said “Russ McKmght at Logan Elm saw
myy mierest in these books and suggested Ibecome a
subscriber to the books of Kim Merker at Wimdowver
Press. Subscnbmg means that you agree to take almost
every book of a pnnter. Contacting the Windover Press
was the beginnmg of the brancling out of my collecting.

“We corresponded for eight years. He'd send me a
fimished book and I'd send back a comment or question,
and I'was extremely flattered that a man hke him would

take his time and write to me.

“T've made an effort to winte and comphment the prmters
on ther books after Irecerve them I don't thmk they
hear from many people, becanse they act hkeit’s
wonderful I've written. That's how ['ve established these
ﬁ' 1 I - k)

Marcia paused a moment, then said, “That was part of
the fim of getting mto these books: meeting people like
that, and corresponding with them_ It remforces the

personal commection with the prnfers. That's what's so
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mportant. These books represent dedication and love
and persistence.”

I asked her how many books a fine press pnints man
average year. Mot many,” Marcia answered. “An
mportant book might be the only one produced m a year,
though Incline Press sometimes does several smaller
books a year.

“Tsubscribe to three presses in England: Graham Moss™
Inchine Press, the Whittington Press, and the Old School
Press. Ijust love their books, and you get quite a
discount when you subscnbe. It's wonderful to wmte
back and forth to England

“Trecerve books from two Amencan presses: the Bird
and Bull Press of Henry Moms in Pennsylvama, and from
R.obert Baris® Press on Scroll Road im Carrollton, Ohio.
He makes lovely books.

“Tyust stick to these few publishers,” she sumanzed, and
with a shrog said, “T can't buy everythmg ™

When a book that she will be receiving as a subscnber is
m production. Marcia says, “The excitement bualds when
Iknow abook 15 completed about which T have usually
known for some fime. When that book ammves, it's just
wonderful to see the culmmation of months of work. L st
grab the scissors and open that package up. Sometimes
they re packed so well that they're hard to open_ It
exasperates me when it takes me 15 punntes to openit!™

After talking about her collecting, we began lovingly
exammming the books which she had setup on the table
prior to our meeting. As she handed the first one tome, I
noted that she didn’t ask me to wash my hands or to put
on white gloves. “Idon’t care,” she said. “They're to be
Space prevents me from describing all of them, especially
with the enthusiasm which Marcia evadenced for each one
of them; but here are several worthy of mention on the
next two pages.



Water from the Incline Press

This book was developed in association with an
exhibition by the International Society of Bookbinders at
Oxford’s Bodleian Library. It was commmssioned by
Designer Bookbmders and printed by Inclme Press for an
A group of the books were sold tnbound or “m sheets™
to bmders throughout the world. Then binders had about
10 months to complete the bindings and send them back
to England for jpdging. The press commutted many copies
to the Society, but also reserved 150 for subscnbers.
Each subscnber received a different paste-paper cover of
ther book.

“There 15 no other book m exastence hke this, ™ Marca
wihich conchuded, *“This copy was bound for Marcia
Preston.” She added. “With books like these, you feel
that these printers are thinking abeut you and care about
o "you”

This is the home of Incline Press,
rum by Graham Moss, who spoke
at an early Aldus program. The
press is in Oddham, England; the
budding dates fo the 1820s.

Sylvae from Midnight Paper Sales

Gaylord Schamlec,
working with Ben
Vethoeven, created a
fascmating istory of
Inz famm as geen
through the frees on
the property. This
magnificent book 15
bound in boards cut
from the farm's trees.
Each page illusirates a
cross-section mage of
a tree on their farm,
done begutifully in
browns and whites.

The two men kept an online diary
regarding the process of thear
research and the press” development
of the book, creatmg great mterest
among subscribers as they followed
the project’s progress. Fifty specimens were prmted by
Schanilec’s fine press on hand-made paper and mehde
Imstonical anecdotes and observations.

Portmeirion from the Whittington Press

Located m Gloucestershire, England, Wttmgton Press 1s
owned by John and Rose Randle. “Tknew it was going to
be a special book,” Marcia gprinned, showing me the
book about an extraordmary Italhianate seaside village on
a remote pemmsula in North Wales. The book 15 printed
on Venetian hand-made paper, and packaged m an
elaborate clamshell box. Tt uhlizes a prnting process
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called pochoir, which achieves its effects by supenmpos-
g layers of flat color on top of one another.

“Twrote to John and told him that 1t looked like a very
fine book, and that the World of Inferiors magazine
mught be mterested. He contacted them, and they were,
and this came out,” Marcia said, holdmg up a copy of the
magazme, bookmarked to a page she showed me: a
review of the book, with photos. “Twas quite proud that I
was the mstigator of thus!™

A House by the Sea from Whittington Press

Fmally, I asked Marcia if, among all these amazing books,
she had a favorite.“Well, you'll be surpnsed,” she smled,
showing me her copy of A House by the Sea. “Tt features
stencils by Minam Macgregor. Minam 15 a master at
pochoir. Her illustrations are hand-done and took her
two years to make about 65 copies of this book about
these 1slands off Africa. I think the colors are beautifil ™

In conchosion, [ asked Marcia how mamy fime press

books she owned. She laughed and rephed, “When I
gave a program mn Lancaster m the Art Space, [ knew
that question would come up, so I counted my books.

Fresident's message from page 2

In one of his early “President’s Messages™ in our news-
letter, Geoff Smuth prophetically wrote: “The Aldus
Society is still definmg itzelf and _ it will always beina
state of self-defimtion as the larger culture around us
canses us to reassess our goals and values. . 1deas for
programming and events are encouraged from all mem-
bers and active participation on society committess 13
equally encouraged. This 15 yowr society.”

And we've never veered from that course.

We've grown from an mmial membership of 50
booklovers to nearly 100 members. As youread this, we
are seeling new trustees, as several trustee terms are
commg to an end this sprmg. We are always seeking
people to join our many commuttees, melding member-
ship, programming and public relations. And we also
welcome arficles (or perhaps 1deas for regular colunms)
m our newsletter. We recognize that the best way tokeep
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T have about 350 regular fine press books, not including
Ty nmatures.”

After we reviewed perhaps two dozen books, melnding a
couple of her muimatures, Marcia handed me a typed
document of about 50 pages, enfitled “Memoiwrs of a
Collector.™

“Twrote this for noy family about my collecion and the
history of it ™ Marcia appropriately takes her collection
seniously, even to the point of wnifing about them so that
her hemrs will have contimed access to her enthusiasm for
fine press books.

=

our organtzation vibrant 15 to mfirse 1t with new 1deas
and people on a regular basis.

Thank you for your suppoert these past ten years.
ten years will continue to introduce you to menso-
rable books, mteresting people and many unforget-
table bibliophilic adventures.




HOLIDAY DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION, CONTINUED. ..

suwe Ronald Beach bid
omn...and waon.._loks of
great books

wu panT, LR Carol Logue,
Tony Clark, Emerson
Gilbert, Carol G#lert and
Paul Watkins

mnEmsTE RiaHT: Bob
Emerson and Ed
Heofiman

saove: Marcia Evans and
Dioris Tritt

saoe madt, Bill Radioff
toasts Aldus

SBOVE PR RiGHT, (Geonge
Bauman placing one of
many bids
mREDaTE RiGHT: Joyce Miller
and Laralyn Sasaki had a
great time

Prestsgyigtv t-Large Do
parirvied g ez o B b i ey, = B e - ke

Nearly $1600 was raised at the silent
aucton Highhghts of the auction
ncheded a signed. numbered
pubhisher’s copy of Nick Basbanes's
latest book, Editions and Impres-
sions, generously donated by Fine
Books and Collections; a first edition
of The Bookseller in Paris; a vintage
copy of Cassell's Dore Gallery; and a
mumber of beantiful art books. Half of
the proceads will be used to fund our
amual Favneberg Memonal Lecture;
the remainder wall be used to fumd
finture programmmg.

We are so grateful for the generosity
of our many donors!

Anchon Char Laralyn Sasaki and her
commuttes {Any Bostic, Kassie Rose,
Nancy Campbell, Helen Lestbman and
Manlyn Logue) put in a tremendons
amount of time on this wonderful
event, and we owe them vohmmes of
thanks! Treasurer Emerson Gilbert
gave s many good
snggestions for our
paperwork flow. And we
owe a mulaiude of thanks
to Chnstme Hayes, who
planned the dmner and
reserved LaScala. She
has already reserved
LaScala for next year's

holiday get-together.

spove orrow: Willkie Cirker and Deb
Johnson examine books

rak LEFT: Linda Mizejewski, Marcia
Presion, Marilyn Logue, Christine
Hayes, and Mancy Campbell
mmeniate LEFT hvan Gilbert, Kassie
Riose, Amy Bostic, and Don Tritt
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Of Unusual Covers, Talking
Books, and Autographs from
Beyond the Grave

Genie Hoster

You can't make this stuff up. The following bock de-

seoptions have recently appeared in mtemnet used book
listings, and are reprodoced here Eﬂﬂﬂ]"iE'lhEF’iPPEII
on the weh, spellings, punctiation, and all

“Former oumer insige front cover.”
“Previows booksellers mick affoced ro imside froms cover ™
“We are a real booksbap, mor somse dogfis with a comparer.™

Aeoceprable. Well it i embarrassing 1o adwsis, my greatest srengeh
i I am a fully intace reading copy who ir imvernally free of any

mIIrRiNgT, Soiling, or once dog eared papes, with a binding wbich
bar remained snip and spine srajphe. My soft covers, aell nbey

Bave _fust lost thar oviginal new lster rhey oviginally bad showing
Kight crearing to rheir front upper right corner and 1poty af

Field Trip to Baldwin Wallace
College A Hit for Aldine
Music Lovers

On November 1st, seventeen Aldus members travelled to
Baldwm Wallace College in Berea, for a special event
hosted by Jack Belcher, fellow FABS member of the
Northem Ohue Biblhiophahic Society (N.OB.5.). After a
scrumptious buffet dinner, it was a pnvilege to hear Dr Mel
Unger, Director of the Riemenschneider Bach Institute,
onent us to the ongmal collection of Bach manuscripts and
other composers of the penod.
After lus talk, we walked to the

we toured the Bach Institute fora
rare opportunity to view one of the
mst mportant collections of Bach
manscrpts m the world.
Thank you to N.0O.B.5. for amost
delightfil day!

o5
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meoderate edpe wear: Please don"t buy boaks froms ws!
Ulnless you're frustrated and fed wp aith rolfing the dice on
the ather dealers.™

Hardeover Clean, wear, foscing ow T, ghiner dark-
enzd, Imnards clean & ighi » | name on FFEPs +
IFCs.

Some shelfuear. cover and/or binding is ripped and pages
mgy be dirty or folded, but otherwise in pood comdition.
MULTIPLE OUANTITIES AT AIT.ABTE “

..eoceellent condition with shpht merface rub. thanks!™
(You're welcome!)

"Fine condition Paperback. Nor Preity. Some .Fm'rmg,."
Higbliphting/ Wrinkling: Frayed Corwers/Bent Cover ™

me:rhn.gfm 1respmse&um1de:lﬂwlmus
selling an * of Ann

" copy
which was printed in 1988, Anthor Johnny Gmelle
died m 1938,




BOOI(|
@ Lovers

34 CALENDAT,
| ~'U‘z}r 2010

January 14
Aldus Program: Pamck Losmslk, Director of the
hastory of the library m Columbus and talk about ninning
one of the ranked #1 libraries m Amenca (see page 3).

Febrnary 11l
Aldus Program: Inrecognition of Black History
Month, Dr. Budine Bishop will give a program on
Afncan-Amencan Children's Literature (5ee page 3.

February 21-March 7
Upper Arlington Friends of the Library Sale; Sale
begins Sumday at Moon for everyone.

March11
Aldus Program: Dawnid Lilbume of Anfipodean Books,
Maps & Prints m New York state, will be the Ron
Favneberg Memonal Lecture speaker (5ee page 3).

March 11-13

Grandview Heights Friends of the Library Sale;
Fnends preview Fnday evemng from 6:30 - 8:30 PM.

April2&3
The 27th NOBS Akron Book Fairwill be held at the
John S. Knight Center, 77 East Mill Street, Akron,
Ohio. Friday hours are 3:00-8:30 PM and Saturday
hours are 10:00 AM-4:00 PM: Admission for the

general public 1z $5.00 for the two-day event. For more
mformation go to www nobsweb.org

April 8
Aldus Program: We will be visiting the Olnoana Library
and enjoy a tour led by director Lnda Henpst
(see page 3).

April 11
51st Michigan Antiguarian Book & Paper Show,
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM. Admis=ion $4.50; free for children
13 and vnder. Held at Lansing Center: 333 E. Michigan

Ave Lansmg MI

May 8th
The 2010 Ohioana Book Festival: Celebrating Ohio’s
Anthors. Held at 274 E. Fust Ave., Columbus, Oluo from
10:00 AM—4:30 PM. Watch our histserv for updates.

May 12-16
FABS Book Tour and Symposium sponsored by the Book
Club of Detroit, beld m Detroit and Ann Arbor. Details for
this event and registration information 15 m your FABS news-
letter.

May 13

Aldus Pregram: Cmcmnah book artist Gabnelle Fox will
speak about those tioy books that have fascmated book
collectors for years. . actually centuries! (See page 3).

New York City Beckons
Aldus Members in April

Apnlwill soon be here and 1t’s trme to prepare for the
anmal prlgnimage to the New York Anfiquanian Book
Fair. This 15 therr 50" anmiversary year and more than
170 booksellers from all over the world are expected to
display their wares from Apnl 9-11 at the Park Avenne

Armory.

A benefit preview will be held
Thursday April 8* from 5-9. Log on
to hitp:/wrana sanfordsmith comy
show php?show=bookfair for more

- ot

As happens every year, the FABS

anmal meeting will take place Thursday before the
preview —2:00pm at the Groher Chub. This year Geoff
Smith 13 to be nominated as the next chair of that orgam-
zation and 1t would be mice to come and show support for
him. For more mfo please contact Bill Evans at
gobux@insight reom.
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* A Halloween Treat

On Halloween, several dozen Aldus members zathered at the grave
of Columbus humoenst James Thurber to hear a reading by The
Acom Graveside Players. Therr readings included two short sto-
nies by Thurber, and a third story wntten and read by Aldus mem-
ber George Bauman.

Tt was a chully but sunny later afternoon event. After the readme we
all went down the street forwamung donks and good fellowship at
the Banana Bean Cafe.

- UPPER LEFT. The crowd
Ml oathers near Thurber's
grave

s eorrou Lerr Tony Clark,
o dreszed especially for
“f our event, and oihers
%' wiew the Thurber family
i plot

=8 maw The Acomn

! Graveside Players:
Christine Hayes, George
Baurnan, and Jack
Salling




